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ANNUAL  MEETING 


OF  THE 

STOCKHOLDERS  OF  THE  C AIRO  & FULTON  R.  R.  CO. 


Pursuant  to  public  notice,  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Stockholders  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroed  Company,  was 
held  at  their  office,  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  on  Monday,  May 
7th,  1855. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Roswell  Beebe,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Company ; and,  on  motion,  Hon.  Edward  Cross 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Col.  B.  C.  Harley  appointed  Sec- 
retary. 

The  President  of  the  Company  presented  the  annual  report  of 
the  Directors  to  the  Stockholders,  which  was  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  unanimously  adopted,  and  three  thousand  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  distribution. 


REPORT. 

Office  of  the  Cairo  & Fulton  Railroad  Co.,) 
Little  Rock , Ark .,  May  7th,  1855.  j 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Cairo  A Fulton  R.  R.  Company : 

Gentlemen  : In  compliance  with  the  requirments  of  the  char- 
ter, the  President  and  Directors  respectfully  report,  that  since 
your  last  annual  meeting,  the  preliminary  surveys  of  the  route 
of  the  road,  which  were  then  in  progress,  have  been  completed, 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  by  them  approved  and 
adopted. 

A printed  pamphlet,  containing  the  Chief  Engineer’s  report 
upon  the  surveys,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  at  their 
meeting  on  the  9th  of  October  last,  in  relation  thereto,  together 
with  the  maps  and  profiles  of  the  road,  are  herewith  presented 
for  your  information. 
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On  the  12th  of  October  last,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  this  report  and  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers were  transmitted  to  the  Executive  of  the  State,  for  his  in- 
formation and  that  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  that  body,  as  accompanying  documents  to  his  biennial 
message.  This  was  done  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  con- 
fident belief  that  such  disposition  would  be  made  of  them,  and 
such  legislation  had,  respecting  the  fixing  of  the  line  of  the  road, 
designated  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  9th,  1853,  grant- 
ing alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  this  road,  as  would  make  them  available,  to 
either  this  or  some  other  company,  for  that  object. 

The  session  was  drawing  to  a close,  without  any  definite  ac- 
tion having  been  had  towards  accepting  this  survey  and  fixing 
the  route  of  the  road ; and  the  time,  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
Congress  making  the  grant,  for  the  transmission  to  certain  land 
offices  of  the  United  States,  a copy  of  the  survey  of  the  route 
of  the  road,  being  then  about  to  expire ; and  with  the  view  to 
avoid  all  questions,  as  to  a forfeiture  of  the  lands  granted  by 
Congress,  and  reserve  to  the  State  the  advantages  thereby  con- 
templated, this  company,  through  its  executive  committee,  on 
the  22d  of  December  last,  passed  an  order,  and  therewith  caused 
to  be  transmitted  copies  of  the  survey  of  the  route  of  the  road  to 
the  Governor ; and  also,  upon  his  application,  a list  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  company,  to  be  disposed  of  as  he  might  deem  best 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  the  rights  of  the  com- 
pany, therein  agreeing  and  binding  the  company,  upon  being 
reimbursed  by  the  State  for  all  their  expenditures  incurred  in 
making  the  survey  of  the  road,  to  surrender  to  the  State  its 
franchises — a copy  of  which  order  is  herewith  annexed,  marked 
A. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1854,  these  copies  of  the  survey 
were  forwarded  by  the  Governor  to  the  local  land  offices  respec- 
tively, and  to  the  General  Land  office  at  Washington  city,  as  a 
compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  making  the  grant,  as  will 
be  seen  by  a copy  of  the  Governor’s  letter  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  office,  of  the  same  date — a copy  of  which 
is  also  annexed,  marked  B. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1855,  the  Executive  of  the  State,  made 
a special  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  upon  this  subject — 
a copy  of  which  is  also  appened,  marked  C. 

Afterwards,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1855,  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  designating  and  fixing  the  line  of  this 
road,  and  proposing  to  grant  to  this  company,  upon  certain  con- 
ditions, the  alternate  sections  of  land  along  the  line  of  the  road, 
granted  to  the  State  by  said  act  of  Congress — a copy  whereof, 
with  an  act  supplemental  thereto,  approved  January  17th,  1855, 
is  also  annexed,  marked  D. 

Although  the  act  of  incorporation  authorizes  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  company  to  accept  any  supplemental  or  amend- 
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atory  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  which  may  be 
passed  with  the  view  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  company, 
or  for  any  other  purpose,  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  con- 
vene the  Board  of  Directors  for  that  object,  believing  it  to  be  a 
matter  that  rightfully  belonged  to  the  stockholders  to  decide. 

In  August,  1852,  a bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  Congress,  granting  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 
respectively,  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands,  “to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a railroad,  from  a point  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
via  Little  Rock,  to  the  Texas  boundary  line,  near  Fulton,  in  Ar- 
kansas, with  branches  from  Little  Rock  to  Fort  Smith,  and  to 
the  Mississippi  river,  with  the  right  to  take  necessary  materials 
of  earth,  stone,  timber,  etc.,  for  the  construction  thereof ; therein 
further  granting  to  said  States, 'for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  mak- 
ing the  said  railroad  and  branches,  every  alternate  section  of  land, 
for  six  miles  in  width,  on  each  side  of  said  road  and  branches — 
a copy  of  which  is  also  appended,  marked  E. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1S52  and  ’53,  appli- 
cation was  made  for  a charter  to  build  a railroad,  on  the  route 
mentioned  and  described  in  said  act  of  Congress  ; and  on  the 
12th  of  January,  1853,  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company 
was  incorporated,  thereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  survey, 
locate,  construct,  alter,  maintain  and  operate  a railroad  upon  the 
route  of  the  main  line  of  road  mentioned  and  described  in  said 
act  of  Congress,  namely,  “ From  a point  on  the  Mississippi  river , 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio , in  the  State  of  Missouri , by  way  of 
Little  Rock,  to  the  Texas  boundary  line , near  Fulton , in  Arkansas.'1’’ 
Subsequently,  the  bill  above  referred  to,  which  had  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives,  also  passed  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  became  a law  on  the  9th  of  February,  1853. 

In  April,  1853,  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  was 
duly  organized  under  said  act  of  incorporation — a copy  of  which 
is  hereto  annexed,  marked  F. 

Subsequently,  stock  subscriptions  were  made  by  counties  of 
portions  of  their  internal  improvement  fund,  created  by  act  of 
Congress  of  September  4th,  1841,  granting  500,000  acres  of  land 
to  the  State,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement ;.  and  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislatute,  distributing  the  proceeds  thereof  among 
the  several- counties,  and  by  citizens  mostly  residing  along  the 
line  of  the  road,  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  preliminary  surveys  of 
the  road,  and  other  necessary  expenses. 

In  this  connection,  the  Directors  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  you  have  the  indisputable  right  of  way  through  the  gov- 
ernment lands,  and  those  belonging  to  the  State,  throughout  the 
entire  length  of  your  road,  as  well  as  by  special  relinquishments 
from  individual  property  holders,  from  which  you  cannot  be  di- 
vested ; besides  the  act  of  Congress,  granting  the  alternate  sec- 
tions, distinctly  provides  that  these  lands  shall  be  applied  in  the 
construction  of  said  road,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  the 
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work  progresses,  and  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say : 
That  a quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty 
sections,  included  within  twenty  continuous  miles  of  said  road, 
may  be  sold  ; and  when  the  Governor  of  the  State  shall  certify 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  twenty  continuous  miles  of 
said  road  is  completed,  then  another  like  quantity  of  land  may 
be  sold ; and  so  on,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  road  is  comple- 
ted. Thus  an  identity  of  interest  is  established  between  the 
company  and  the  State — the  prosperity  of  one  is  the  index  of 
the  success  of  the  other.  If  the  lands,  county  and  individual 
subscriptions,  shall  supply  the  means  to  build  the  road,  it  will 
attract  population  and  wealth,  cause  the  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  State,  reduce  the  taxes  of  our  citizens,  and  make 
them  prosperous  by  the  increase  in  the  value  of  their  property ; 
give  them  a cheap  and  speedy  outlet  for  their  products,  and  a 
choice  of  markets. 

We  entertain  no  doubt,  that  this  is  the  most  important  road 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  Every  citizen  is  interested  in  its  success,  for  it  will  be- 
come a constant  source  of  wealth  and  incentive  to  industry — it 
is  therefore  more  needed  than  any  other  projected  road,  forming 
as  it  does  an  entire  and  uninterrupted  central  railroad  commu- 
nication between  the  north-eastern  and  south-western  boundaries 
of  the  State — a work  upon  which  all  may  consistently  unite  in 
aid  of  its  construction,  as  a common  interest;  that  a careful  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  will  convince  you  and  the  great  mass 
of  our  citizens,  of  the  truth  of  what  we  state  and  propose  briefly 
to  show  in  the  sequel,  when  we  come  to  consider  it  in  connection 
with  its  extension  through  Missouri  and  Texas. 

By  the  following  statement  from  the  report  of  the  Treasurer, 
William  B.  Wait,  Esq.,  herewith  submitted,  and  the  books  of  the 
company,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  moneys  received  by 
the  company,  up  to  this  date,  was  $23,847  94.  This  has  been 
derived  from  the  following  sources : 

From  first  installments  on  9,037  shares,  amounting  to  $224,875,  of 
five  per  cent.,  and  extra  payments  tliereon,  and  from  second 


installments, $22,713  64 

Messrs.  Hughes  & Russell, 600  00 


Sale  of  horses,  oxen,  wagons,  part  of  outfit  of  engineer  corps, 534  30 

$23,847  94 

EXPENDITURES. 

Engineer  department,  outfit  and  other  expenses  of  the  survey  of 

the  road, $19,922  13 

Agents’  salaries  and  contingent  expenses, . ...  3,915  76 

$23,384  94 


$463  00 

$ 2,773  42 
3,651  25 

$6,424  67 

$6,887  67 
6,469  00 

$ 413  67 


Amount  due  by  agents  and  others, 

Amount  due  on  second  installment,  not  collected, 

Sundry  claims  due  by  the  company, 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  company, 


7 


The  road  traverses  diagonally  the  heart  of  the  State,  from  its 
north-eastern  boundary,  in  a south-westerly  direction,  to  the 
Texas  line,  301  miles,  passing  through  thirteen  counties,  through 
or  in  the  immediate  business  vicinity  of  the  county  seat  of  each, 
and  other  continguous  counties;  thus  subserving  the  interests  and 
securing  the  support  of  the  people  who  will  be  accommodated 
by  the  road — having,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  tabular 
statement,  a population,  in  these  thirteen  counties,  of  75,225, 
comprising  an  area  of  13,622  square  miles  of  territory,  or  8,718,- 
080  acres,  247,701  of  which  are  in  cultivation,  producing  53,164 
bales  of  cotton,  and  4,026,299  bushels  of  grain,  valued,  with 
other  miscellaneous  productions,  at  $8,700,736,  and  a taxable 
property  of  $19,860,294 ; besides  there  are  twenty-three  other 
contiguous  counties,  portions  of  which  (having  an  area  of  15,228 
square  miles,  or  9,745,920  acres),  are  within  from  one  to  fifty 
miles  of  the  road.  Twelve  of  these  counties  are  on  the  western 
and  eleven  on  the  eastern  side.  In  these  latter  twenty-three 
counties,  274,968  acres  are  in  cultivation,  producing  49,858  bales 
of  cotton  and  4,098,272  bushels  of  grain,  valued,  including  other 
miscellaneous  products,  at  $6,460,900,  and  a taxable  property 
of  $18,583,633.  These  thirty-six  counties,  embracing  a belt  of 
country,  within  fifty  miles,  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  every  one 
of  which  will  feel  and  be  directly  influenced  and  benefited  by 
the  road,  give  an  aggregate  of  28,850  square  miles,  or  18,460,000 
acres  of  land,  and  a population  of  151,162.  Land  in  cultivation. 
522,669  acres,  producing  103,022  bales  of  cotton  and  8,124,571 
bushels  of  grain,  valued  at  $15,161,636,  and  a taxable  property 
of  $38,443,927,  and  an  aggregated  value  of  products  and  taxa- 
ble property  of  $53,605,563. 

T By  this  it  will  be  seen,  that  within  the  described  limits  cf 
these  thirty-six  counties,  there  are  17,731,331  acres  of  land  un- 
improved, a greater  portion  of  which  is  unappropriated,  belong- 
ing either  to  the  general  government  or  to  the  State,  most  of 
which  is  well  adapted  to  dense  settlement  and  profitable  culti- 
vation. This  large,  rich,  fertile  section  will  be  directly  benefited 
by  and  become  tributary  to  the  road,  and  afford  local  and  way 
business  for  it.  Estimating  that  one  eighth  of  the  unimproved 
lands  within  this  belt  of  territory  was  settled  and  improved,  in 
the  same  ratio  as  those  now  under  cultivation  in  ten  years,  and 
this  is  not  too  high  an  estimate,  if  the  road  is  built,  it  xvould  give 
us  a population,  within  that  limit,  of  783,942,  and  a correspond- 
ing increase  of  productions  and  wealth. 

If  we  extend  these  statistics  and  estimates,  so  as  to  include 
the  rich  and  populous  counties  in  the  other  portions  of  the  State, 
it  will  give  a grand  aggregate  of  about  1,340,000  population  in 
1865.  In  this  branch  of  our  statistics  and  approximate  estimates, 
illustrative  of  the  great  capacity  of  the  country,  the  practical 
railroad  man  will  see,  within  a small  compass,  some  of  the  pres- 
ent and  cumulative  ways  and  means  that  can,  under  judicious 
management,  be  made  available  to  build  the  road,  without  even 
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taking  into  this  estimate  the  value  of  the  public  lands,  granted 
by  Congress  in  aid  of  its  construction. 

If  these  lands  can  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  grant,  and 
made  available  under  existing  laws,  the  alternate  sections  of 
640  acres  each,  for  six  sections  in  width,  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  will  give  3,840  acres  to  each  mile,  for  the  whole  length  of 
it,  301  miles — 1,155,840  acres — having  a nominal  value  of  $5  00 
per  acre,  the  moment  they  are  selected,  and  a sound  plan,  con- 
summated as  a basis  of  credit,  appreciable  to  an  average  value  of 
$10  00  per  acre,  on  the  completion  of  the  road,  by  reason  of 
their  great  agricultural  and  mineral  value.  This  would  greatly 
cheapen  its  cost,  and  thereby  largely  diminish  the  charges  of 
local  transportation  and  travel — a direct  and  positive  remunera- 
tive to  the  people,  who  contribute  their  business  to  its  support. 
The  Board  are  aware  that  all  mere  estimates  are  subject  to  cri- 
tical examination  ; but  they  entertain  no  doubt  that  any  one,  at 
all  familiar  with  the  subject,  will  consider  their  estimates  fairly 
deducible  from  the  data  presented. 

The  route  of  the  road  was  selected  by  careful  and  minute  sur- 
veys, and  a thorough  examination  of  the  country,  without  any 
regard  to  private  interests  or  local  preferences.  It  is  the  short- 
est, cheapest,  and  most  direct,  between  the  termini,  that  the 
characteristics  of  the  country  will  admit  of,  though  it  may  be 
improved  when  the  location  surveys  are  made  ; while  the  cost, 
it  is  believed,  will  not  exceed  the  estimates,  which  were  made 
when  iron  rails,  labor,  and  materials  were  higher  than  at  present. 
We  know  of  no  other  route  in  Arkansas  where  a railroad  can 
be  constructed  for  many  years,  having  as  many  valuable  con- 
nections and  business  facilities,  or  that  will  accommodate  the 
business  necessities  of  our  people  as  greatly,  and  that  bids  as 
fair  to  pay  remunerative  dividends,  and  the  indirect  means  of 
settling  and  developing  the  whole  State  as  rapidly. 

Its  construction  is  therefore  a legitimate  measure,  imperatively 
called  for,  both  by  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  people  of  the 
whole  country. 

Another  element  of  interest,  of  great  and  increasing  impor- 
tance to  your  rc  ad,  calculated  to  induce  capitalists  beyond  our 
borders  to  attach  a greater  value  to  it,  and  which  should  not  be 
overlooked  by  its  present  friends,  is  the  great  abundance  and 
variety  of  valuable  minerals  within  the  influence  of  the  road, 
combining  all  the  necessary  ingredients  entering  into  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  ; some  of  which  are  of  unsurpassed  richness  and 
value.  Fuel,  ore  and  limestone  lie,  in  close  proximity  to  each 
other,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  mine  can  be  thrown  into  the 
furnace.  They  are  thus  briefly  described  by  an  eminent  practi- 
cal geologist,  who  has  recently  examined  the  country:  “We 
have  iron  ore  on  the  surface,  and  coal  in  immediate  contiguity, 
rich  haematite  iron  ore,  and  an  extensive  limestone  formation, 
in  which  is  found  lead,  copper,  zinc,  manganese,  etc.  Near  the 
capital  of  the  State  we  have  the  argentiferous  lead  mines,  so 
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well  known  for  the  richness  of  their  ore  in  silver ; and  a valua- 
ble granite  formation,  with  slate  of  the  Talcose  and  Grauwacke 
varieties,  some  of  which  may  become  valuable  for  roofing  and 
other  purposes.  Contiguous  to  this  there  is  amygdaloid,  kaolin, 
and  much  useful  sand  and  limestone,  including  the  novaculite — 
(the  celebrated  Arkansas  whetstone.)  In  this  formation  also  is 
found  minerals  of  the  precious  as  well  as  the  useful  varieties. 
Coal  exists  along  the  river,  which  may  hereafter  be  a profitable 
export  on  the  road.  There  is  also  found,  in  connection  with  it, 
fire  and  potter’s  clay,  building  stone  of  an  excellent  quality,  and 
rich  argillaceous  iron  ore.  Further  south,  the  road  passes  near 
the  formation  in  which  is  found  argentiferous  lead,  sulphuret, 
and  other  ores  of  copper,  with  highly  valuable  magnetic  ore.” 

Their  extent  and  value  cannot  be  estimated.  Here  capital 
will  seek  investment ; industry  and  enterprise  be  applied  to  the 
development  of  this  inexhaustible  element  of  wealth,  hid  away 
beneath  the  mountain  fastnesses.  Besides,  the  Hot  Springs,  so 
celebrated  for  their  curative  properties  (twenty  miles  from  the 
road)  is  no  minor  consideration  ; while  a great  variety  of  other 
valuable  mineral  springs,  among  which  are  the  White  and  Black 
Sulphur  and  Chalybeate,  unsurpassed  for  their  medicinal  pro- 
perties, will  be  made  accessible  by  the  construction  of  the  road, 
and  thereby  become  places  of  great  public  resort. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  road,  as  per  chief  engineer’s  report, 
with  track  laid  and  prepared  for  business,  is  estimated  at  $6,- 
373,802,  or  $21,175  per  mile,  with  full  equipment  of  rolling 
stock,  depot  buildings,  station  houses,  machine  shops,  for  re- 
pairs, etc. 

These  estimates  contemplate  a first  class  road,  fully  equipped, 
with  substantial  and  durable  bridges,  wherever  required,  per- 
manent culverts  and  embankments  ; the  road  bed  to  be  twenty 
feet  wide  at  the  excavations,  and  fourteen  feet  upon  the  em- 
bankments, with  a 63ft>  iron  rail ; cross-ties  two  feet  apart,  from 
center  to  center.  The  superstructure  is  estimated  at  $10,149 
per  mile. 

For  convenient  reference,  and  the  better  to  be  understood  by 
our  own  people,  we  will  divide  the  road  into  two  grand  divis- 
ions, and  describe  them  separately. 

The  Northern  division,  from  the  Missouri  line  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  Arkansas  river,  is  160  miles  by  straight  line,  and 
161  miles  by  the  survey.  Total  cost,  with  equipment,  $2,834,- 
895,  or  $17,608  per  mile.  The  grading,  masonry  and  bridging, 
which  is  included  above,  will  cost  $591,425,  or  $3,655  per  mile. 

The  Southern  division,  from  Little  Rock,  (north  side  Arkansas 
river,)  to  the  Texas  line,  is  134  miles  by  straight  line,  and  140  by 
the  survey.  Total  cost,  with  equipment,  $3,538,907,  or  $25,278 
per  mile.  The  grading,  masonry,  and  bridging,  which  is  includ- 
ed above,  will  cost  $1,588,064,  or  $11,344  per  mile. 

The  physical  characteristics  of  the  road  are  very  favorable, 
and  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : Total  length,  as  above, 
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of  which  286  miles  are  straight  line,  and  fourteen  miles  curved 
line — shortest  radius  of  curvature  5,730  feet.  There  are  ten  of 
these,  five  right  and  five  left.  Twenty  curves  of  11,460  feet  ra- 
dius ; ten  of  these  are  right  and  ten  left.  The  grades  are  light, 
namely,  level  seventy-one  miles,  betwen  0 and  ten  feet  per  mile, 
113  miles  ; between  ten  and  twenty  feet,  twenty-nine  miles  ; be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  feet,  twenty-three  miles  ; between  thirty 
and  forty  feet,  twenty-one  miles ; between  forty  and  fifty  feet, 
eight  miles  ; between  fifty  and  52.8  feet,  thirty-six  miles.  The 
heavy  grades  are  mostly  on  the  southern  division,  and  may  be 
reduced,  on  the  location  of  the  road,  to  a maximum  of  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  feet  per  mile. 

The  formation  of  the  country  is  generally  good  for  drainage, 
and  abundance  of  excellent  material  of  every  description  is  found 
immediately  on  the  line.  The  road  crossses  four  large  streams — 
White,  Arkansas,  Ouachita  and  Red  rivers— having  many  valu- 
able tributaries  at  their  heads,  of  ordinary  navigation  for  steam- 
boats ; where,  in  addition  to  the  southern  terminus  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, iron  rails  and  other  materials  can  be  delivered  at  small 
cost  of  transportation.  These  points  of  crossing  will  become 
places  of  large  transhipment  and  traffic. 

The  preliminary  surveys  of  your  road  were  extended  from  our 
northern  boundary,  under  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Com- 
pany of  Missouri,  by  Captain  J.  S.  Williams,  as  their  chief  engi- 
neer ; completed  in  January  last,  and  approved  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  that  company.  A copy  of  this  survey,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Missouri  board,  in  relation  thereto,  is  herewith 
submitted,  marked  G. 

This  is  a very  remarkable  fine,  and  will  cost  about  $6,000  per 
mile  less  than  the  Arkansas  portion.  The  total  cost  is  $1,154,- 
539,  or  $15,925  per  mile,  with  full  equipment  in  every  respect, 
as  that  of  the  Arkansas  division.  The  president  of  that  com- 
pany, in  his  communication  to  the  board,  transmitting  the  re- 
port upon  the  surveys,  says  : “ I call  your  attention  particularly 
to  the  directness  of  the  road,  its  very  gentle  curves  and  light 
grades.  The  length  of  the  line  is  72  miles  2,840  feet;  the  dis- 
tance by  air  line  is  7 1 miles  680  feet ; the  heaviest  grade  is  42 
feet  per  mile,  and  that  in  only  one  instance,  for  a distance  of 
2,500  feet.  There  are  only  two  curves,  and  these  are  of  11,460 
feet  radius. 

“This  company  rests  upon  a strong  basis,  in  the  value  of  the 
grant  of  lands  from  the  general  government,  and  the  very  liberal 
subscriptions  of  stock  by  the  counties  through  which  it  passes. 
This  will  give  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  affairs  of  the 
company,  and  induce  liberal  private  subscriptions,  when  the 
character  of  the  road,  as  developed  by  the  surveys,  is  fairly  un- 
derstood. It  must  be  a valuable  road  in  two  aspects — first,  as 
a link  in  a great  continuous  chain  of  internal  improvement,  ex- 
tending from  the  Northern  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  to 
the  rich  and  undeveloped  regions  of  the  fruitful  West ; and  se- 
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cond,  by  its  local  influence  in  bringing  out  the  hidden  resources 
of  southeast  Missouri,  which  have  heretofore  been  shut  out  from 
the  markets  of  the  country,  only  by  the  want  of  some  such  out- 
let as  this  railroad  will  give — the  only  thing  now  needed  to  pro- 
duce for  us  abundant  wealth  nnd  prosperity.” 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1853,  the  Legislature  granted  to  the 
ten  counties  in  southeast  Missouri  all  the  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands  laying  in  their  respective  limits,  (2,000,000  acres)  for  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement,  which  can,  under  their  laws,  be 
made  available  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  that  road,  as  well  as 
for  purposes  of  reclamation.  Most  of  these  are  among  the  rich- 
est any  most  fertile  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  can  be  re- 
claimed and  fitted  for  cultivation  at  little  expense. 

The  Congressional  grant,  with  such  as  the  counties  have  and 
will  contribute,  insures  the  completion  of  that  division.  They 
are  amply  sufficient  with  but  small  private  subscriptions. 

This  government  grant  of  3,840  acres  of  land  for  each  mile  of 
the  road,  was,  by  act  of  the  Missouri  Legislature,  granted  to  that 
company  on  the  20th  February,  1S55,  without  a single  restric- 
tion other  than  those  imposed  in  the  act  of  Congress — a copy  of 
which  is  herewith  presented  for  your  information,  marked  H. 

We  have  the  assurance  of  the  Missouri  company  that  they 
are  read}^  and  willing  to  co-operate  with  us,  in  carrying  forward 
the  work  on  the  whole  line,  as  an  entirity  under  one  managment, 
as  soon  as  pending  negotiations  are  consummated,  and  a suita- 
ble plan  can  be  perfected  to  insure  its  steady  and  successful 
progress. 

The  Iron  Mountain  and  North  Missouri  roads,  now  in  process 
of  construction,  ultimately  to  be  extended  to  your  road,  will  open 
another  business  avenue  for  our  people,  with  the  emporium  of 
the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  her  100,000  inhabitants,  and  the  ter- 
ritories north,  by  the  proposed  extension  of  the  latter  through 
Iowa  and  Minnesota  to  the  British  possessions.  Thus,  in  the 
hopeful  future,  providing  for  the  realization  of  a Mississippi  val- 
ley railroad,  from  our  extreme  northern  boundary  to  the  gulf 
sea,  1,500  miles,  without  break  of  guage,  or  transhipment. 

At  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  the 
northern  end  of  your  road  will  be  brought  in  proximity  with 
30,000  miles  of  navigable  rivers,  upon  which  float  800  steam- 
boats. There  it  will  also  connect  with  the  Illinois  Central  and 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  railroads,  the  former  in  successful  opera- 
tion, and  three-fourths  of  the  latter  completed. 

At  this  place  you  intercept  the  great  lines  of  water  transpor- 
tation. From  thence  the  products  of  Arkansas  can  be  sent  to 
the  best  markets,  with  more  dispatch  and  at  as  low  rates  as 
from  any  river  shipping  point  in  the  State,  because  the  facilities 
will  be  greater  and  the  competition  more.  To  north  Arkansas 
this  would  indeed  be  a boon,  on  the  completion  of  the  northern 
division  of  this  road. 
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At  Cairo  the  traveler  ig  brought  within  a few  hours  travel  of 
the  chief  lake  and  river  cities,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  Chicago, 
Louisville,  and  other  business  points  of  the  West,  now  the  cen- 
ter of  population  and  internal  commerce  of  the  country.  Here 
you  meet  the  great  system  of  leading  lines  of  intercommunica- 
tion, passing  from  the  Atlantic  shores  and  States,  and  the  Cana- 
das,*' to  the  great  West,  the  granary  of  the  world. 

The  Northern  lakes  have  a surface  of  90,000  square  miles,  and 
an  aggregate  length  of  1,550  miles,  and  a commerce  of  $350,- 
000,000 ; draining  335,000  square  miles  of  territory.  These 
lakes  are  navigable  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  by  the  larg- 
est class  of  lake  vessels,  f 

Through  Lake  Superior  we  reach  its  rich  copper  mines,  and 
the  dividing  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
and  at  Fond  du  Lac,  the  shipping  port  for  Minnesota,  and  the 
northern  terminus  of  a system  of  railroads,  extending  from  Lake 
Michigan,  and  other  business  points,  through  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin. The  main  water  channels  of  outlet  for  this  inland  sea 
are  found  through  the  Welland  canal,  round  the  Falls  of  Nia- 
gara ; Lake  Ontario,  the  St.  Lawrence  and  her  canals,  to  the 
Atlantic;  and  by  the  Erie  canal  to  tide-water  on  the  Hudson 
river. 

The  tendency  of  population,  agricultural,  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  East  and  West,  is  to  the  great 
“ central  plain”  west  of  the  mountains,  on  the  upper  Mississippi 
and  lake  basin.  The  water  routes  on  the  lakes  are  rapidly 
drawing  the  commerce  of  the  West  and  of  the  Atlantic  slope  to 
its  shores.  The  late  reciprocity  treaty  has  opened  to  the  lake 
trade  a new  source  of  prosperity,  in  free  trade  with  the  Canadas 
and  the  other  British  possessions.  Commercially  and  socially 
they  are  annexed  to  the  United  States. 

From  Chicago,  the  northern  terminus  of  the  direct  extension 
of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  railroad,  and  other  lake  cities,  vessels 
load  and  sail  direct  to  foreign  ports  in  one  case,  and  in  the  other 
by  only  one  transhipment  on  the  St.  Lawrence ; thus  opening  a 
direct  trade  of  export  and  import  into  the  interior  center  of  the 
United  States.  J This  may  well  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
great  events  of  the  age,  bringing  to  our  very  doors  a home  mar- 


* The  Grand  Trunk  railway  of  Canada  extends  from  Portland,  Me.,  by  way  of  Mon- 
treal and  Toronto,  to  Sarnia,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Huron,  809  miles,  by  a uniform  guage  of 
5J^  feet.  Prom  Portland  to  Montreal,  292  miles,  the  road  is  completed.  The  remainder 
is  under  contract.  215  miles,  will  be  finished  the  present  year.  The  road  from 
Detroit  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  to  intersect  the  former,  is  also  in  operation. 

t There  are  1,196  enrolled  and  licensed  vessels  on  the  lakes,  viz  : Steamers,  110  ; pro- 
pellers, 97  ; barges,  33  ; brigs,  101  ; schooners,  639  ; sloops  and  other  vessels,  216  ; aver- 
aging 200  tons  each,  or  an  aggregate  of  238,000  tons,  almost  wholly  the  growth  of  twenty 
years.  Adding  the  British,  and  we  have  a total  of  350,000  tons. 

t The  rapid  increase  of  tonnage  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  over  the  New  York  canals,  proves 
the  greater  facilities  offered  by  the  former.  The  increase  of  the  movement,  on  the  New 
York  canals,  for  five  years,  has  been  35  per  cent.,  while  that  on  the  St.  Lawrence  canals 
has  been  nearly  350  per  cent.  A company  has  been  already  formed  at  the  lake  cities  for 
the  transportation  of  freight  from  the  lakes  to  Liverpool,  transhipping  only  at  Quebec, 
from  which  point  steamers  will  depart  weekly.  Freights  have  been  contracted  for  from 
Liverpool  to  Chicago,  at  65  cents  per  hundred  pounds  on  box  goods. 
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ket  for  the  products  of  the  great  West ; where  all  the  necessaries 
and  luxuries  from  foreign  countries  can  be  found  to  supply  our 
wants,  at  as  low  rates  as  at  the  Atlantic  ports.  Our  policy  then 
should  be  to  follow  and  endeavor  to  intercept  the  great  lines  of 
inter-communication ; not  to  avoid  or  attempt  to  obstruct  the 
progress  of  any  enterprise  that  will  connect  with  them.  And  it 
will  be  no  small  immunity  if,  by  the  construction  of  this  road, 
our  people  are  thereby  guarantied  a cheap  and  speedy  access 
to  them,  as  they  certainly  will  be,  unless  those  who  are  wickedly 
confederated,  for  selfish  and  unpatriotic  purposes,  succeed  as 
they  desire,  in  defeating  and  breaking  down  the  northern  divis- 
ion of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  road,  from  Little  Rock  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio  river. 

On  the  completion  of  your  road,  the  capital  of  our  State  will 
be  brought  within  twenty  hours  travel  of  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis, 
Chicago  and  Louisville,  and  the  other  commercial  cities  of  the 
West , and  within  fifteen  hours  of  New  Orleans  and  Galveston, 
on  the  south. 

The  combined  opposition  to  which  we  allude,  led  on  by  the 
officious  artificers  of  the  avaricious  and  desperate,  who  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people  more  than  they 
deserve,  will  have  no  right  to  complain  if  we  tell  the  truth,  with 
the  plainness  due  to  the  occasion.  A crisis  has  arrived  which 
makes  it  necessary  to  a proper  understanding  of  our  true  posi- 
tion by  the  stockholders,  and  so  indelibly  fix  it  upon  the  respon- 
sibility of  our  opponents,  as  to  preclude  them  from  the  possibility 
of  denying  it,  except  at  the  expense  of  truth.  It  commenced,  as 
most  of  you  know,  simultaneously  with  the  passage  of  the  land 
grant  through  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  Congress,  and 
has  been  continued  ever  since,  with  all  the  bitterness  that  cupi- 
dity, malice,  or  ambitious  aims  could  instigate,  by  the  ceaseless 
circulation  of  every  conceivable  misrepresentation  that  the  in- 
genuity of  a vigilant,  unscrupulous  enemy  could  originate,  with 
the  avowed  object  to  do  a great  public  wrong,  by  slandering  the 
value  of  the  land  grant,  this  company,  and  the  commanding 
character  of  the  route  of  the  road  ; not  that  the  project  was  not 
superior  to  all  others,  as  a first  measure,  but  because  it  could 
not  be  made  subservient  to  their  selfish  ends. 

It  is  these  and  other  associated  facts  that  has  given  shape  and 
form  to  such  portions  of  this  report  as  otherwise  would  have 
been  considered  out  of  place  in  a communication  of  this  kind. 
This  we  offer  as  an  apology,  if  any  is  needed,  to  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  our  local  questions  and  differences  of  opinion. 
This  opposition  and  the  pressure  of  the  times  may  retard  our 
progress,  but  it  will  neither  disparage  nor  deprecate  the  great 
value  of  the  route,  with  those  acquainted  with  its  intrinsic 
merit — that  will  be  its  best  advocate.  Its  construction  will  be 
but  a question  of  time,  as  under  the  combined  influence  of  en- 
terprise and  necessity  it  is  evident  that  it  must  succeed. 
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The  southern  division  of  your  road  will  penetrate  Texas  from 
the  Red  river  valley,  having,  with  its  tributaries,  a navigable 
water  line  of  more  than  4,000  miles,  draining  a vast  extent  of 
country  of  unrivalled  fertility.  On  the  line  dividing  these  two 
States  it  will  connect  with  the  Texas  system  of  projected  rail- 
roads, having  10,240  acres  of  land  per  mile,  granted  by  that 
State  to  each,  in  aid  of  their  construction.  Of  these  roads,  the 
best  projected,  most  prominent,  and  furtherest  advanced  in  point 
of  construction,  and  most  likely  to  be  first  completed,  is  the  Gal- 
veston and  Red  River  railway,  running  from  the  Bay  of  Galves- 
ton into  north-eastern  Texas,  estimated  to  cost  $20,000  per  mile. 
Twenty-five  miles  of  this  road,  from  Houston  north,  are  graded, 
and  ready  to  receive  the  iron  rails,  and  is  contracted  to  be  com- 
pleted, equipped,  and  in  operation  by  the  20th  of  January,  1856. 
Besides,  a contract  has  recently  been  made,  with  responsible 
parties  at  the  north,  to  build  forty-five  additional  miles.  This 
road  is  in  the  hands  of  a good  company,  who  are  in  friendly  ne- 
gotiation with  us,  proposing  to  unite  with  your  road  at  a point 
the  most  suitable  for  the  mutual  accommodation  of  both,  and 
afford  facilities  of  outlet  for  the  products  of  that  portion  of  north- 
eastern Texas  and  the  upper  Red  river  valley,  to  the  markets  of 
New  Orleans  and  Galveston  Bay.  This  road  will  also  unite,  as 
will  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  the  map,  with  the  road  from 
the  eastern  boundary  line  of  that  State,  to  El  Paso,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  contemplated  to  form  part  of  the  proposed  Pacific  road. 
That  this  road  will,  under  good  management,  be  speedily  built 
to  El  Paso,  out  of  the  land  grant  of  Texas,  no  reasonable  man 
will  deny. 

The  permanent  opening  of  navigation,  through  the  raft,  is  so 
uncertain  and  remote,  that  the  immense  region  of  territory  in 
the  Red  river  valley,  above  it,  for  a distance  of  400  miles  on  a 
direct  line,  must  of  necessity  be  dependent  on  this  and  the  Gal- 
veston road  for  the  transportation  of  its  products  to  market. 
None  of  this  year’s  crop,  upon  this  portion  of  the  river,  has,  up 
to  this  time,  been  shipped,  and  no  prospect  of  a rise  this  season. 
The  value  of  last  year’s  cotton  crop  alone,  thus  locked  up,  is 
sufficient  to  build  one  half  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  road. 

The  beautiful  section  of  country  owrned  and  occupied  by  the 
Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  adjoining  our  western  border,  bound- 
ed on  the  south,  for  200  miles,  by  the  Red  river,  as  well  as  that 
occupied  by  other  contiguous  tribes,  will  become  tributary  to 
this  road.  These  Choctaws  are  highly  civilized,  now  extensively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  raising  of  stock ; many  of 
whom  are  already  stockholders  in  the  company.  Churches  and 
school  houses  are  established  and  springing  up  in  every  part  of 
the  Nation. 

It  is  pertinent  to  speak,  in  this  place,  of  the  late  explorations, 
made  by  the  United  States,  of  the  five  Pacific  routes  reported 
to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  their  relative  merits 
as  regards  their  practicability  and  cost.  This  will  be  seen  by 
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the  following  statement,  and  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  value 
of  your  road,  as  an  intermediate  link  of  great  national  and  local 
importance  : 


ROUTE. 

Extreme  Northern,  - - - - 

Mormon,  - 

Benton's, 

Alberquerque, 

Extreme  Southern,  fr.  Fulton 


MILES.  COST  PER  MILE.  TOTAL  COST. 

1,861  $70,162  $130,781,000 

2,031  57,162  1 16,095;000 

2,080  — impracticable. 

1,802  93,902  169,201,265 

1,618  42,621  68,970,090 


From  this  summary,  and  a reference  to  that  report,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  southern  route,  from  Fulton,  in  Arkansas, 
through  central  Texas,  via  El  Paso  and  the  Gila,  to  the  Pacific, 
is  413  miles  shorter,  and  will  cost  less  per  mile,  than  the  cheap- 
est of  either  of  the  other  routes,  by  $14,541,  or  a total  of  $47,- 
124,910;  besides,  the  physical  features  of  the  country,  on  this 
route,  for  railroad  construction,  are  superior.  It  will  also  flank 
the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Sierra  Nevada  chain,  instead  of 
going  over  or  under  them  ; and  passes  over  a region  of  elevated 
table  lands,  requiring  little  or  no  grading;  soil  dry  and  free  from 
snow,  from  one  end  to  the  other ; already  provided  for,  in  aid 
of  its  construction,  for  800  miles  through  Texas,  by  a grant  of 
10,240  acres  of  land  to  each  mile  of  road,  available  for  that  pur- 
pose as  fast  as  the  road  is  built. 

It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  connection,  as  an  approximate  es- 
time  for  keeping  in  repair  and  operating  a first  class  railroad, 
transacting  a large  through  and  local  business,  (taking  as  a 
guide  the  New  York  aud  Erie  road,  say  53  per  cent,  on  its  gross 
earnings  of  $6,000,000  for  1854.)  would  be  $6,853  per  mile  per 
annum.  Add  interest  and  difference  in  cost,  say  $3,409  per 
mile,  and  we  have  $4,239,206  per  annum,  as  a perpetual  gain 
in  favor  of  the  southern  route,  applicable,  if  need  be,  to  the  above 
computations,  other  things  being  equal. 

That  portion  of  Texas  with  which  your  road  will  more  imme- 
diately unite,  and  for  hundreds  of  miles  in  every  direction,  is 
being  fast  settled  by  an  intelligent  and  industrious  population, 
flowing  in  from  nearly  every  other  State  in  the  Union  ; thereby 
bringing  that  and  other  portions  of  the  State  into  rapid  and 
profitable  cultivation.  In  no  part  of  the  world  can  there  be 
found  a larger  connected  body  of  rich  fertile  land,  better  adapted 
to  dense  settlement,  or  yielding  a greater  quantity  of  products 
per  acre  ; sugar,  cotton,  corn,  wheat,  and  other  cereal  grains 
and  esculents,  in  the  greatest  variety  and  abundance ; its 
grazing  capacity  is  proverbiably  superior  ; now  mostly  shut  out 
from  any  certain  avenue  to  market ; and  so  of  all  that  vast  ex- 
tent of  territory,  laying  north  and  northeast,  on  the  head-waters 
of  Red  river — auxiliary,  if  not  directly  tributary  to  your  road. 

Texas  is  bounded  on  the  southeast  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the 
natural  outlet  for  this  and  vast  interior  States  of  surpassing  fer- 
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tility,  exhaustless  agricultural,  mineral  and  commercial  re- 
sources, extending  over  eighteen  degrees  of  latitude  ; adapted 
to  the  diversified  productions  of  nearly  every  country ; contains 
237,504  square  miles.  Its  great  extent  will  be  better  understood 
by  comparison.  It  is  as  large  as  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Maine,  South  Carolina,  Maryland,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Rhode  Is- 
land, District  of  Columbia,  and  Belgium  besides. 

Arkansas  and  Missouri  are  as  large  as  Great  Britain,  and 
half  as  large  as  both  the  Canadas.  The  area  of  Arkansas  is 
52,198  square  miles,  only  1,642  of  which,  or  one  32d  part,  are  in 
cultivation,  leaving  50,556  square  miles  unimproved.  Of  this, 
9,219  square  miles  are  occupied  or  on  the  tax  list.  The  residue, 
41,337  square  miles,  or  26,455,680  acres,  are  unappropriated; 
while  the  whole  quantity  of  improved  land  in  the  State  is  less 
than  contained  in  the  counties  of  Pulaski  and  Crawford. 

By  this  the  candid  man  cannot  fail  to  see  the  great  capacity 
and  desirableness  for  settlement  and  production  of  the  vast  re- 
gion described,  within  the  influence  of  this  road,  and  the  im- 
mense business  that  will  be  attracted  to  it,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  labor  of  one  man,  in  this  genial  climate,  will  produce 
as  much  business  for  a railroad  as  half  a dozen  in  the  older 
States,  east  of  the  Hudson  river. 

Here  are  to  be  found  in  profusion  all  the  elements  of  indus- 
trial pursuits,  which  but  few7  countries  collectively  possess  ; but 
the  key  to  unlock  them  and  produce  the  realization  of  a thriving 
and  increasing  population,  is  to  be  found  in  the  successful  com- 
pletion of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  railroad.  It  will  be,  by  its  ex- 
tension through  Texas  and  Illinois,  to  Arkansas  wrhat  the  Erie 
canal  was  to  the  State  of  New  York — the  nucleus  of  her  inter- 
nal improvement  enterprises — a north  and  south  road,  forming 
by  its  connections  a continuous  line  of  railroad,  crossing  fifteen 
degrees  of  latitude,  thus  having  the  consequent  advantages  of 
an  interchange  of  commodities,  arising  out  of  variety  of  climate 
and  products,  and  diversity  of  pursuits.  Exchange  and  pro- 
duction, are  the  leading  elements  of  national  wmalth  and  pros- 
perity. 

It  will  contribute  not  only  in  uniting  us  more  closely  together 
as  one  people,  and  become  a band  of  union  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  but  in  developing  the  resources  of  secluded  terri- 
tory, and  opening  new7  avenues  of  trade  and  commerce.  But  as 
we  do  not  at  this  time  possess,  within  ourselves,  all  the  spare 
capital  requisite  to  build  the  road,  it  is  indispensible  to  success, 
wffien  we  go  into  the  money  market  as  borrowers,  however  good 
the  securities  offered  may  be,  to  show  conclusively  the  integrity 
and  soundness  of  our  plan  ; and  withal,  that  those  who  adminis- 
ter its  affairs  are  capable  and  honest.  The  act  of  incorporation 
wfisely  provides  that  no  director,  agent,  officer,  or  servant  of  the 
company,  shall  be  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  con- 
tract for  building  the  road.  There  is  no  principal  entering  into 


railroad  construction  that  should  be  more  rigidly  supervised  by  the 
stockholders  than  this.  Any  invasion  upon  this  salutary  provision 
will  be  an  entering  wedge  to  double  the  cost  of  your  road,  while  the 
work  would  be  only  half  done.  In  proof  of  this  we  have  the  prac- 
tical experience  of  others  who  have  gone  before  us — the  best  of 
teachers.  Any  agreement  or  partnership  between  a contractor 
to  build  a road  and  the  president,  directors,  engineer,  treasurer, 
secretary,  or  other  executive  officer,  is  a transparent  fraud  upon 
the  stockholders.  When  this  influence  gets  a foothold  in  a 
company  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  arrest  it,  until  embarrass- 
ments prove  it  to  be  a “bogus”  concern. 

The  hot  haste,  now  so  pertinaciously  pressed  upon  our  people 
to  begin  the  construction  of  a railroad,  before  the  ways  and 
means  are  prospectively  provided  to  insure  its  successful  progress, 
is  to  mislead  the  public,  and  prove  to  the  sound  railroad  man  the 
worthlessness  of  your  judgment.  More  so  just  now,  when  the 
country  is  weakened  by  the  loss  of  last  year’s  crop,  a revolution 
in  the  value  of  railroad  securities,  depression  and  impaired  con- 
fidence in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  by  no  means  a difficult  matter  to  begin  the  construc- 
tion of  a railroad ; but  to  do  so  upon  a reliable  foundation,  is 
well  worthy  of  serious  consideration.  Besides,  a company  who 
are  willing  to  look  truth,  justice,  equality  and  fair  dealing,  full 
in  the  face,  should  promulgate  nothing  that  cannot  be  defended 
upon  principle. 

With  the  conviction  that  our  navigable  rivers  are  becoming 
more  precarious  and  uncertain  every  year,  and  a large  portion 
of  the  State  without  any  natural  outlet,  by  which  to  forward 
their  products  to  market,  it  would  seem  needless  to  give  an  ex- 
tended illustration  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  con- 
struction of  this  road.  With  the  patriotic  and  liberal  minded 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  upon  this  subject. 

The  State  combines  within  itself  all  the  natural  resources  of 
becoming  rich  and  powerful.  To  give  these  resources  vitality 
and  power,  should  engage  the  earnest  and  serious  attention  of 
all  her  people.  They  have  a common  interest,  and  the  same 
object  to  achieve  in  uniting,  and  contributing  their  means  and 
energies,  in  carrying  forward  this  main  trunk,  as  a public  enter- 
prise, until  it  is  ready  for  business. 

Although  Arkansas  is  deficient  in  capital  and  population,  as 
compared  with  some  of  the  Western  States,  to  obtain  these  is 
within  her  power,  by  building  this  road  ; and  her  people  have 
only  to  look  at  its  practicability,  the  resources  they  possess  with- 
in themselves,  to  carry  it  forward  successfully  until  completed  , 
and  if  wisely  managed,  the  contributions  from  each  one  would 
be  light,  if  all  aided  by  small  sums  in  proportion  to  their  means. 
The  popular  feeling  is  very  strong  in  the  country,  among  farm- 
ers and  other  working  business  men,  in  favor  of  the  road  ; and 
all  that  is  wanting  to  arouse  them  at  the  proper  time,  to  bold 
and  efficient  action,  is  a canvassing  of  the  country;  and  by  an 
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honest  expose  of  the  true  condition  and  progress  of  the  company, 
impress  them  with  the  nature  of  the  plan  to  build  it. 

To  induce  the  formation  of  sound  public  opinion  among  the 
people,  and  unite  their  energies  upon  the  subject,  and  in  favor 
of  the  road,  should  engage  the  zealous  attention  of  every 
stockholder.  Easily  accomplished,  in  a short  time,  if  all  will 
work  to  the  extent  of  half  their  ability.  This,  no  reasona- 
ble man  can  doubt,  will  be  the  best  guarantee  for  the  completion 
of  the  road  in  five  years  or  less,  from  the  time  a judicious  plan 
is  perfected  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  to  commence  and 
carry  it  on  steadily  and  successfully.  Though  the  naturally  im- 
patient, timid  and  doubting,  may  think  otherwise,  they  will 
hardly  be  able  to  controvert,  by  fair  argument,  what  we  here 
insist  upon  as  reliable  authority,  and  eminently  entitled  to  the 
confidence  of  every  one.  In  view  of  this,  the  practical  mind  will 
readily  perceive,  and  can  truthfully  demonstrate  by  figures,  that 
the  lands  contemplated  by  the  Congressional  grant,  in  aid  of  its 
construction,  will  not  only  build  the  road,  but  repay  with  inter- 
est the  money  you  have  advanced ; while  its  tenfold  indirect 
advantages  will  be  shared  by  all,  now  a too  generally  admitted 
principle  to  need  illustration. 

The  principles  which  we  have  endeavored  to  present  in  this 
communication,  although  more  amplified  than  would  have  been 
yielded  to  under  less  unfavorable  circumstances,  should  not  be 
surrendered  upon  any  terms,  however  plausible  the  pretentions  of 
others,  advocating  a seemingly  more  convenient  and  expeditious 
plan.  The  one  we  have  presented  is  believed  to  be  right.  If  it 
were  not  so  the  road  could  not  be  built,  if  commenced.  The 
surest  way  to  attain  our  ends  is  to  study  the  good  of  the  public 
at  large ; and  by  candid,  prompt  and  fair  dealing,  endeavor  to 
cultivate  friendly  relations  with  all.  This  will  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  sooner  or  later,  weaken  and  dissipate  con- 
flicting interests  and  local  prejudices. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Arkansas  and 
Missouri  divisions  of  the  road,  373  miles,  is  $7,528,341,  and  the 
total  number  of  acres  of  land,  1,432,320  ; their  net  average  value 
may  safely  be  set  down  at  $5  00  per  acre,  or  an  aggregate  of 
$7,161,600.  This,  with  but  light  stock  subscriptions,  in  addition 
to  those  already  made,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  ample  to  build  the 
road. 

By  adopting  the  policy  of  disposing  of  these  lands  at  the  low- 
est estimates,  and  only  to  such  as  will  improve  them,  it  would 
greatly  tend  to  induce  their  settlement,  simultaneously  with  the 
progress  and  completion  of  the  road,  and  thus  contribute  to  its 
local  business.  These  lands,  when  examined  and  described, 
could  be  listed  and  classed  at  prices  varying  from  $2  50  and 
upwards  per  acre ; equalizing  their  value  upon  this  basis,  ac- 
cording to  quality  and  location. 

The  great  wealth  of  our  State  lies  dormant  for  the  want  of 
means  to  develop  it.  These  means  are  now  offered  by  this 
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grant  of  land ; and  if  wisely  used,  the  road  throughout  its  entire 
length  can  and  will  be  built,  and  Arkansas  redeemed.  We 
therefore  appeal  to  you,  to  use  your  influence  to  enlist  a feeling 
of  laudable  emulation  among  those  who  live  along  the  line  of  the 
road,  and  have  a local  interest  in  its  construction,  to  contribute 
their  stock  subscriptions  ; and  this,  we  think,  can  be  done,  if  the 
necessary  steps  are  taken  to  diffuse  correct  information  upon 
this  subject.  This  could  not  fail  to  exert  a salutary  influence 
upon  their  fidelity  of  intention,  and  awaken  in  them  a deep 
sense  of  indignation  at  the  efforts  of  demagogues  to  mislead  and 
prejudice  their  minds  against  this  work,  and  win  them  over  to 
some  other,  less  beneficial. 

Our  progress  thus  far  has  not  been  an  easy  labor,  when  we 
reflect  that  so  many  active,  influential  citizens  have,  with  great 
unanimity  and  ‘perseverance,  objected.  If  they  did  not  oppose 
they  did  not  aid  ; but  in  this  there  is  nothing  to  discourage.  The 
most  Valuable  enterprises  in  the  country  have  passed  through  a 
similar  ordeal  unscathed,  now  the  pride  and  wonder  of  the 
world. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  state,  that  our  prospects  of  ul- 
timate success  are  cheering,  and  that  the  sober  second  thought 
will  best  convince  the  people  of  the  great  value  of  the  road,  to 
every  part  of  the  State,  as  an  avenue  of  commerce  and  travel. 
There  is  nothing  sectional  or  of  rivalry  in  it,  or  that  will  come 
in  competition  with  any  other  road.  We  therefore,  as  Askan- 
sians,  advocate  it  apart  from  all  other  considerations,  as  a work 
of  State  pride,  justly  entitled  to  the  favor  of  every  patriot ; 
and  he  who  would  impede  its  progress,  loves  himself  more  and 
his  country  less. 

The  Board  would  impress  upon  the  stockholders,  as  the  foun- 
tain of  authority,  this  question — shall  the  road  be  built,  the  work 
commenced  as  soon  as  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country  will 
justify,  and  the  incoming  crop  gives  us  assurances  of  subsistence 
at  home  ? The  answer  to  be  of  any  significance  must  involve 
some  provision  or  plan  for  the  means  to  begin  with.  We  know 
of  no  more  equitable  or  practical  way  than  by  individual  sub- 
scriptions along  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line.  This  will  give 
it  character  and  stability,  inspire  capitalists  with  confidence  in 
the  work,  and  thus  enable  you,  at  the  proper  time,  to  raise  the 
means  to  complete  it.  If  all  contribute  the  tithe  of  the  present 
and  increased  value  the  road  will  give  their  property,  it  will  be 
ample  ; while  a premature  and  intemperate  resort  to  the  power 
under  the  company,  city  and  county  bond  system,  at  the  very 
inception  of  the  work,  with  few  or  no  individual  stock  subscrip- 
tions, as  an  indispensable  basis  of  a sound  administration,  cre- 
ating expectations  that  could  not  be  realized,  might  and  proba- 
bly would  prove  disastrous , because  it  would  check  private 
subscriptions,  and  thus  leave  the  whole  fabric  to  rest  upon 
credit  ; as  from  the  mismanagement  of  roads  in  operation,  and 
a multiplicity  of  new  projects,  greatly  in  advance  of  the  neces- 
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sities  of  the  country,  or  spare  means  to  build  them,  the  money 
market  is  thronged  with  borrowers,  clamorous  for  loans  at  any 
price,  to  enter  the  list  now,  with  the  lowest  grade  of  securities, 
would  evince  a reckless  want  of  good  judgment,  make  your  road 
cost  $40,000  per  mile  instead  of  $20,000,  and  thereby  become  an 
onerous  tax  upon  the  people  ; for  whose  immediate  benefit  it  is 
contemplated,  and  every  dollar  saved  in  its  cost  will  become  a 
direct  remunerative  to  them,  as  the  charges  of  local  transporta- 
tion and  travel  would  be  less.  This  is  a clear  self-evident  pro- 
position, as  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  business  of  the  road 
would  be  local  in  its  character. 

Although  the  company  desire  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of 
the  public,  and  complete  the  road  as  soon  as  possible,  in  dis- 
charge of  the  trust  confided  to  them ; still,  in  the  present  well 
understood  embarrassed  condition  of  the  railroad  interests  in 
this  country,  the  numerous  new  projects,  parallel,  rival  and  com- 
peting, as  well  as  in  advance  of  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
country,  or  spare  capital  to  build  them,  now  persistently  urged, 
the  Board  would  not  feel  justified,  at  this  time,  in  asking  for  a 
favorable  consideration  of  the  claims  here  presented  in  favor  of 
this  road  ; but  from  the  indisputable  fact,  that  it  is  a valuable 
extension  of  various  main  lines  of  road,  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion between  the  great  commercial  marts  of  the  country,  into  the 
rich  undeveloped  Southwest,  where  business  in  abundance  will 
be  found  and  rapidly  increased  to  support  it,  as  fast  as  each 
section  is  finished.  This,  we  think,  has  been  satisfactorily  de- 
monstrated, by  the  illustrative  statistic  matter  presented,  to  im- 
press the  enterprising  and  speculative  capitalist  with  a favora- 
ble opinion  of  its  merit,  as  a park  of  a great  system,  and  thereby 
make  it  a paying  road.  Besides,  its  admirable  location  and 
freedom  from  future  competition  will  be  fully  sustained  by  an 
inspection  of  the  map  and  examination  of  the  topography  of  the 
country,  on  its  line  and  adjacent  thereto.  This  would  be  true, 
when  it  might  and  probably  would  be  otherwise  as  it  regards 
short  sectional  or  branch  roads,  now  pressed  upon  the  public 
mind  as  first  and  leading  measures,  in  utter  disregard  of  the 
superior  claims  of  a main  through  line,  upon  which  all  could 
fairly  unite,  and  become  the  recipients  of  its  developing  power, 
in  promoting  all  the  great  interests  which  give  wealth,  power 
and  prosperity  to  a State  and  her  people. 

This  road,  when  once  in  operation,  will  be  a monument  of 
the  greatness  of  your  State,  of  more  substantial  advantage  than 
half  a dozen  roads  from  Little  Rock,  or  other  like  sectional 
points,  to  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  sec- 
tional, and  not  projected  to  be  worked  for  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number.  This  we  state,  not  in  disparagement  of 
other  projects,  but  in  justification  of  our  own. 

It  will  increase  the  taxable  property  of  the  State.  This  in- 
crease of  wealth  will  be  distributed  among  the  people  in  every 
part  of  the  State,  greatly  to  their  general  advantage  and  pros- 
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perity — an  argument  that  carries  conviction  with  itself,  and 
needs  no  illustration  to  convince  the  statesman  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  should  foster  it  rather  than  legislate  for 
its  destruction.  This  we  have  conclusively  shown  by  a candid 
exposition  of  facts,  sufficient  to  convince  the  most  obtuse  or 
skeptical.  But  few  will  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt  to  con- 
trovert the  fact,  that  its  centrality  will  attract  to  it  a vast  local 
traffic,  while  the  extent  and  unrivalled  capacity  of  that  immense 
country,  with  which  it  will  unite  at  both  ends,  will  give  it  abund- 
ance of  through  business. 

It  will  not  be  inappropriate,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  a brief 
statement  of  the  several  railroads  which  have  been  surveyed  in 
this  State,  and  now  advocated  by  their  respective  friends,  viz : 

Miles. 


1.  Cairo  and  Fulton  main  trunk,  grant  of  lands  to  each  mile  3^340  acres, 301 

2.  Branch  from  Little  Bock  to  Fort  Smith,  “ “ 155 

3.  Branch  from  Little  Bock  to  Hopefield,  on  the  Mississippi  fiver,  (represented  to 

have  been  surveyed),  grant  of  lands  to  each  mile,  3,840  acres, 128 

4.  Arkansas  Midland,  from  Helena,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  to  Little  Bock, 100 

5.  Napoleon  and  Little  Bock,  from  Napoleon,  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Little  Bock,. . 100 

6.  Mississippi,  Ouachita  and  Bed  Biver,  from  Gaines’  Landing,  on  the  Mississippi 

river,  to  Fulton, 160 

Total  number  of  miles  of  road, 044 


The  estimated  cost  of  these  roads  is  $20,000  per  mile,  or  for 
the  whole  $18,880,000.  These  five  latter  branch  roads  will  all 
unite  with  the  “main  trunk,”  and  become  feeders  to  it.  This 
presents  the  very  significant  question,  which  of  these  six  roads 
ought  of  right,  in  common  fairness  to  the  people,  to  be  first 
built  ? Our  views  upon  this  subject  have  been  already  ex- 
pressed. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

ROSWELL  BEEBE,  President. 


Mr.  Hughes  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved , That  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  approved  January  22d,  1855,  “ prescribing  the  mode 
of  procedure  in  obtaining  the  right  of  way  for  railroads  in  this 
State,”  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted  and  made  a part  of 
the  charter  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company,  so  far  as 
the  same  is  applicable. 

Mr.  Moore  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  fully  embowered  to  take  such  steps  as  they  shall, 
in  their  judgment,  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  company,  to 
unite  and  consolidate  this  company  with  the  Cairo  and  Fulton 
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Railroad  Company  of  Missouri,  or  to  enter  into  any  agreement 
that  they  may  consider  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
two  companies,  with  the  view  to  produce  concert  of  action  under 
one  management,  and  best  calculated  to  insure  the  early  con- 
struction of  the  road,  from  the  Texas  boundary,  through  Arkan- 
sas and  Missouri,  to  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio,  on  or  near  the  line  of  the  survey  of  the  route,  made  by 
the  two  companies,  respectively. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  since 
its- organization,  is  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory  to  us  as 
stockholders  ; that  we  have,  in  the  commanding  location  and 
character  of  this  great  enterprise,  a reliable  assurance,  that 
upon  its  success,  the  best  interests  of  the  State  greatly  depend; 
that  every  well-wisher  of  its  prosperity  be  and  they  are  hereby 
earnestly  invited  to  aid,  with  their  means  and  influence,  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  enterprise  to  its  early  consummation;  and  that 
this  company,  if  thus  sustained,  can  and  will  effect  such  consum- 
mation. 

Mr.  Hughes  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  a call,  not  exceed- 
ing five  per  cent,  be  made  on* the  stockholders  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  when  the  same  is  ascertained  to  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  existing  or  future  liabilities  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved , That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  stockholders  to  take 
any  definite  action,  at  this  time,  respecting  the  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  State,  approved  January  16,  1855,  entitled 
“ An  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad ,” 
and  that  the  same  be  and  is  hereby  referred  back  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  with  full  authority  to  take  such  action,  in  regard 
thereto,  as  they  shall,  under  this  resolution  and  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  of  the  company,  deem  most  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  the  State  and  the  rights  of  this  company. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Brown,  the  meeting  adjourned,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  five  directors,  which  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Daniel  Ringo,  Henry  C.  Dye,  S.  W.  McNeely,  James 
Russell  and  Richard  H.  Johnson. 


B.  C.  HARLEY,  Secretary. 
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TABLE. 

The  following  tabular  statement,  was  compiled  and  aggregated  with  great  care,  from  au- 
thorative  sources,  including  the  United  States  Census  of  1850,  Auditor’s  Eeport,  and 
Census  of  Arkansas  for  1854,  brought  down  to  and  embracing  the  year  1855.  Ten 
per  cent  has  been  added  as  the  estimated  increase  for  each  year,  not  included  in  the 
official  reports,  which  it  is  believed  will  approximate  sufficiently  near  the  truth  for 
all  practical  purposes. ' 


Acres  of 

PRODUCTIONS  NOT  TAXABLE. 

Value  of 

COUNTIES. 

Popula 

tion. 

Land  in 
Cultiva- 
tion. 

Bales 

of 

Cotton. 

Bushels 

of 

Grain. 

V alue  of 
Cotton 
and  Grain. 

Miscella- 

neous 

Product’ns 

Taxable 
Property 
for  1855. 

Arkansas, 

5 

14.250 

7,956 

139.030 

$ 357,755 

£ 93.803 

1 1,772,647 

Ashley, 

3,5SS 

13,669 

3}385 

123,056 

196,982 

87.480 

874,135 

10,316 

22.891 

402.320 

201,160 

280,320 

92.541 

754,652 

Bradley, 

6,229 

4,020 

239.040 

151.332 

1,165,204 

Crawford, 

5,589 

19,778 

396 

540,353 

282,016 

143,431 

1.017.215 

Conway, 

4,056 

12,449 

1,052 

253.496 

168,828 

130.497 

674,141 

Crittenden, 

4.151 

9.654 

1,530 

262,200 

257. S60 

4G.S-31 

2,944,519 

Chicot. 

7.021 

o i ,584 

23,542 

280.6S2 

1,152,691 

277,206 

265,593 

165,082 

5,144.935 

8,144 

23,516 

15,058 

554,413 

205,058 

690.667 

Clark 

6,170 

2,845 

127^464 

1,559.296 

2,821 

14,509 

27,154 

15.110 

2,551 

116.552 

160,316 

4S0,94S 

411^699 

543,751 

7.095 

10,632 

8,328 

111.336 

1,667.810 

Desha, 

4H65 

157,1 59 

64,665 

2.145.S82 

Dallas 

7,193 

34,821 

6.411 

279,224 

465,853 

209.916 

2,156,375 

Drew, 

5,206 

17,826 

4,477 

193,386 

275,773 

121.749 

1,549,920 

Franklin, 

4.411 

15,663 

1,3S7 

303, S31 

207,395 

186,925 

678,428 

Fulton 

2.722 

2,877 

036 

80.730 

41.805 

4S.165 

171.464 

Green 

4,2S4 

21,34S 

262 

288,370 

154,665 

16S,663 

308.874 

Hempstead, 

8,27S 

35,511 

20,909 

461,602 

1.187.061 

383.134 

2,713,103 

Hot  Spring, 

4,385 

7,866 

791 

235, 1S3 

208,026 

119,661 

529,343 

Izard, 

4,977 

14,839 

867 

327,925 

178,642 

143,450 

452.057 

Independence, 

10,342 

31.685 

1.849 

6S9,567 

418,743 

258.159 

1,785.052 

Jackson, 

4,950 

15,720 

3.467 

207,703 

242,531 

91.905 

2.238,860 

Jefferson, 

8.244 

30,049 

14,556 

306,650 

660.565 

133.827 

3.054,351 

Johnson 

6,027 

23,104 

1,634 

373,63S 

253,679 

171.111 

1,052,622 

Lawrence, 

Lafayette, 

9.140 

26,288 

928 

574,514 

324,111 

229,887 

767.663 

4,134 

10,755 

9,853 

507,869 

693,021 

183.827 

1,997,259 

Mississippi, 

2,719 

6.780 

630 

230,640 

677,023 

76.629 

1,119,293 

Monroe, 

3,083 

8,039 

1,824 

117,851 

131.885 

82,347 

1.211.241 

Marion, 

4,462 

10,345 

3 

277,740 

138,990 

S6.923 

441,070 

6,634 

2.666 

24,140 

500,154 

250,077 

82,785 

76,855 

237.403 

560,327 

Montgomery, 

7,383 

220 

147,951 

84A74 

260,782 

Newton 

3.047 

7,400 

o 

153.557 

S4.607 

152, 64S 

Ouachita 

8,430 

47,174 

S.265 

416,159 

538,679 

834,773 

2,867.065 

Perry, 

1.4S0 

2,305 

61 

49,008 

26,944 

35.160 

202,798 

Pike 

2,624 

8,393 

299 

130.105 

77,012 

55,287 

206,981 

Pope, 

6.366 

18,401 

1,616 

439,665 

284,472 

210.700 

790,756 

Poinsett 

4,497 

9.158 

1,220 

1S6,729 

122,164 

106.479 

905,385 

Pulaski 

7.415 

15,771 

2,445 

305, 17S 

326,983 

7S1,738 

125,521 

2.791.042 

Phillips, 

9,230 

34,745 

13,460 

486.676 

158.040 

4,927,430 

Polk.t 

3,922 

11,460 

320 

256.940 

141.270 

51,159 

577.123 

Prairie, 

4.831 

11,851 

1.721 

199, S72 

218,744 

61,091 

1.745.590 

Randolph, 

4.311 

14,461 

330 

268, S99 

147,649 

143,337 

630,911 

Searcy,  

3,935 

11,004 

21S.755 

109,377 

103,346 

287,900 

St.  Francis, 

6,223 

20,750 

4,504 

413,767 

490, 4S4 

146.365 

2,451.734 

Saline, 

4,724 

22,740 

1,420 

212,106 

204.079 

144.102 

872.522 

Sevier, 

5,528 

22,740 

5,993 

328,023 

403,731 

182,481 

1.645,688 

Scott,  f 

4,100 

11.200 

302 

257,900 

151 ,08(‘ 

126,S4C 

264.790 

6,024 

14,868 

13,485 

93.54S 

363 

267,094 

148,267 

1,040,576 

1,505.244 

Union 

17,610 

672^353 

202,069 

419, 3S0 

3^638,762 

Van  Buren, 

3,630 

10,511 

831 

114,275 

123,306 

225,223 

12,662 

5,440 

50,131 

15,511 

1,003,461 

214.721 

501,730 

382.771 

1,799,910 

1,549,956 

White, 

1.783 

232ffi60 

72,186 

Yell, 

5,143 

16,869 

1,335 

243,651 

175,227 

119,316 

775,244 

Total, 

307.091 

1,051,235 

199,226 

16.484,891 

$17429,937 

$ 7.383.674 

$14766.744 

* New  counties — their  miscellaneous  productions  are  embraced  in  the  connties  from  which  they  wer<* 
formed. 

t No  returns  were  made — they  are  estimated. 

The  value  of  sheep  and  swine  in  the  State  is  included  in  the  column  of  miscellaneous  production';. 
Miscellaneous  property,  not  taxed,  nor  included  in  the  above  statement,  is  $3,742,420. 

Total  value  of  annual  products,  as  stated  above,  $24,813,611 
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Enumeration  of  some  of  the  productions  of  the  State  of  Arkansas , 


Number  of  Horses,  Mules  and  Asses,  over  two  years  old, 107,536 

Number  of  neat  Cattle,  over  two  years  old, 439,065 

Number  of  Sheep. , 136,881 

Number  of  Swine, 1,255,077 

Pounds  of  Pice, 94,764 

Bushels  of  Peas  and  Beans. , - 428,603 

Bushels  of  Sweet  and  Irish  Potatoes, 1,378,471 

Pounds  of  Butter, 2,781,354 

Pounds  of  Cheese, 45,128 

Bushels  of  Buckwheat, 260 

Bushels  of  Barley 262 

Pounds  of  Maple  Sugar, 13,995 

Pounds  of  Beeswax, 285,507 

Pounds  of  Tobacco, 328,396 

Pounds  of  Wool, 273,394 

Tons  of  Hay, 5,694 

Bushels  of  Clover  and  Grass  Seed, 789 

Pounds  of  Hemp  and  Flax, 18,359 

Pounds  of  Hops, 245 

Bushels  of  Flax  Seed, 481 

Home  Manufactures,  Orchard  and  Market  Products, $1,068,975 


AN  ACT  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a grant  of  land 
to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a railroad,  from  a point  on  the  Mississippi,  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  via  Little  Rock,  to  the  Texas 
boundary,  near  Fulton,  in  Arkansas,  with  branches  to  Fort 
Smith  and  the  Mississippi  river. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  right  of 
way  through  the  public  lands  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted 
to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  for  the  construction  of 
a railroad,  from  a point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  via  Little  Rock,  to 
the  Texas  boundary  line,  near  Fulton,  in  Arkansas,  with  branches 
from  Little  Rock,  in  Arkansas,  to  the  Mississippi  river  and  to 
Fort  Smith,  in  said  State,  with  the  right  to  take  necessary  mate- 
rials of  earth,  stone,  timber,  etc.,  for  the  construction  thereof; 
Pi  •ovided,  That  the  right  of  way  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred 
feet  on  each  side  of  the  length  thereof,  and  a copy  of  the  survey 
of  said  road,  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of 
the  said  States,  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  local  land 
offices,  respectively,  and  to  the  General  Land  office  at  Wash- 
ington city,  within  ninety  days  after  the  completion  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be  and  is  hereby 
granted  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  respectively, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  making  the  railroad  and  branches  as 
aforesaid,  within  their  respective  limits,  every  alternate  section 
of  land  designated  by  even  numbers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on 
each  side  of  said  road  and  branches  ; but  in  case  it  shall  appear 
that  the  United  States  have,  when  the  line  or  route  of  said  road 
is  definitely  fixed  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  sold  any  part  of  any 
section  hereby  granted,  or  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  has 
attached  to  the  same,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  agent  or 
agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  said  State,  to  select, 
subject  to  the  approval  aforesaid,  from  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  most  contiguous  to  the  tier  of  sections  above  specified,  so 
much  land,  in  alternate  sections  or  parts  of  sections,  as  shall  be 
equal  to  such  lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold,  or  to  which 
the  right  of  pre-emption  has  attached  as  aforesaid,  which  lands, 
being  equal  in  quantity  to  one  half  of  six  sections  in  width  on 
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each  side  of  said  road,  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  shall 
have  and  hold  to  and  for  the  use  and  purpose  aforesaid  ; Pro- 
vided, That  the  lands  to  be  located  shall  in  no  case  be  further 
than  fifteen  miles  from  the  line  of  the  road ; And  provided  fur- 
ther, That  the  lands  hereby  granted  shall  be  applied  in  the  con- 
struction of  said  road,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  the  work 
progresses,  and  shall  be  applied  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever ; 
And  provided  further,  That  any  and  ail  lands  reserved  to  the 
United  States,  by  any  act  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  in  any  manner  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  reserved  to  the 
United  States  from  the  operation  of  this  act,  except  so  far  as  it 
may  be  found  necessary  to  locate  the  routes  of  the  said  railroad 
and  branches  through  such  reserved  lands. 

Sec.  .3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sections  and  parts 
of  sections  of  land,  which  by  such  grant  shall  remain  to  the 
United  States,  within  six  miles  on  each  side  of  said  road,  shall 
not  be  sold  for  less  than  double  the  minimum  price  of  the  public- 
lands  when  sold. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  said  lands,  hereby 
granted  to  the  said  States,  shall  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Legislatures  thereof,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  and  no  other ; 
and  the  said  railroad  and  branches  shall  be  and  remain  a public 
high  way  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
free  from  toll  or  other  charge,  upon  the  transportation  of  any 
property  or  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lands  hereby  grant- 
ed to  said  States,  shall  be  disposed  of  by  said  States  only  in  the 
manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  That  a quantity  of  land,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty  sections,  and  included  within 
a continuous  length  of  twenty  miles  of  said  road,  may  be  sold ; 
and  when  the  Governors  of  said  State  or  States  shall  certify  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  twenty  continuous  miles  of  said 
road  are  completed,  then  another  like  quantity  of  land,  hereby 
granted,  may  be  sold ; and  so,  from  time  to  time,  until  said  road 
is  completed ; and  if  said  road  is  not  completed  within  ten  years, 
no  further  sales  shall  be  made,  and  the  land  unsold  shall  revert 
to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  United  States 
mail  shall  at  all  times  be  transported  on  the  said  road  and 
branches,  under  the  direction  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  at 
such  price  as  Congress  may,  by  law,  direct. 

Approved  February  9,  1853. 


•27 


AN  ACT  to  confirm  the  incorporation  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton 
Railroad  Company  of  Missouri,  and  to  apply  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  same  the  grant  of  land  made  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  accept  the 
said  grant  of  land. 

Section  1 . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate 
of  Missouri , as  follows : That  the  articles  of  association  of  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company,  with  the  papers  accompa- 
nying such  articles,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
Missouri,  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1854,  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  a compliance  with  section  3 of  the  “Act  to  authorize  the 
formation  of  railroad  associations,  and  to  regulate  the  same 
and  the  said  company  are  hereby  declared  fully  incorporated, 
and  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits,  and  subject  to  all  the  lia- 
bilities imposed  by  said  act  “ to  authorize  the  formation  of  rail- 
road associations,  and  to  regulate  the  same  all  previous  ille- 
galities of  any  of  such  filing  of  said  articles  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding ; said  company  to  be  hereby  styled  the  “Cairo  and 
Fulton  Railroad  of  Missouri.” 

Sec.  2.  Said  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  of  Missouri  is  hereby 
released  from  all  the  obligations  contained  in  section  54  of  said 
act  to  “ authorize  the  formation  of  railroad  associations,  and  to 
regulate  the  same.” 

Sec.  3.  That  all  the  land  granted  to  this  State  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  “ An  act  granting  the 
right  of  way,  and  making  a grant  of  land  to  the  States  of  Ar- 
kansas and  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a railroad, 
from  a point  on  the  Mississippi,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river,  via  Little  Rock,  to  the  Texas  boundary  line,  near  Fulton, 
in  Arkansas,  with  branches  to  Fort  Smith  and  the  Mississippi 
river,”  approved  February  9th,  1853,  so  far  as  the  same  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  construction  of  a railroad  from  the  Arkansas 
northern  boundary  to  a point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  as  may  be  designated  by  the  said 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  of  Missouri,  and  which  may  be  se- 
lected or  located  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  said  act, 
together  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  thereto  belonging,  as 
in  such  act  granted,  shall  vest  in  full  and  complete  title  in  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company,  for  the  uses  and  purposes, 
and  subject  to  the  condition,  reversion  and  provisions  set  forth 
and  contained  in  said  act  of  Congress  and  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  The  said  Cairo  & Fulton  Railroad  company  of  Missouri 
shall,  at  their  own  expense,  proceed  to  locate  said  railroad,  and 
to  locate  the  lands  granted  by  the  said  act  of  Congress,  by  such 
agent  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  this  State  for 
that  purpose,  subject  to  the  approval  in  said  act  specified,  and 
along  the  said  line,  from  a point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  to  the  Arkansas  northern  line,  where 
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the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  of  Arkansas  strikes  said  line,  and 
a-'copy  of  the  location  of  the  line  aforesaid  (if  not  already  made) 
shall  he  made  by  the  President  and  Chief  Engineer  of  said  rail- 
road, and  forw  arded  to  the  local  land  offices  and  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  as  in  said  act  of  Congress  specified. 

Approved  20th  February,  1855. 


Note. — The  foiegoing  sections  embrace  all  the  Missouri  law  that  has  any  material 
bearing  upon  the  disposition  made  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State  of  the  Congressional 
grant  of  land. 


APPENDIX. 


AN  ACT  prescribing  the  mode  of  procedure  in  obtaining  the 
right  of  way  for  railroads  in  the  State. 

Section  1 . Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas , That  if  any  person  owning  lands,  over  or  upon  which 
any  railroad  in  this  State  shall  be  surveyed  and  located,  by  a 
company  duly  incorporated  to  build  a railroad,  who  shall  not 
have  by  agreement  relinquished  the  right  of  way,  including  ne- 
cessary turn-outs,  or  side  tracks,  depots,  work  shops  and  water 
stations,  for  the  use  of  such  railroad  ; or  if  such  owner  be  feme 
covert , infants,  or  persons  of  unsound  mind,  or  non-residents  of 
the  State,  the  case  shall  be  specially  stated  in  writing,  accompa- 
nied by  a plat,  descriptive  of  the  land  required  for  said  road,  to 
the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  in  which  such  lands 
are  situated,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  either  in  term  time  or  in 
vacation,  and  said  judge  shall  appoint  five  impartial  and  uisin-  . 
terested  freeholders,  citizens  of  the  county,  who  shall  not  be 
stockholders  in  such  company,  nor  related  to  the  owner  of  the 
land,  to  view  said  land,  who  shall  take  into  consideration  the 
value  of  the  land,  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  road 
to  the  owner  thereof;  and  shall,  by  a majority,  report  under 
oath,  what  damage  will  be  done  to  said  land,  or  any  improve- 
ment thereon,  stating  the  amount  of  damages  assessed,  if  any, 
and- shall  return  the  petition  and  the  plat  of  land  condemned. 
W ritten  notice  of  such  application  to  a judge  shall  be  given  to 
the  owner  of  said  land,  and  delivered  to  him  in  person,  or  left  at 
his  residence,  at  least  ten  days  before  making  the  same,  if  such 
owner  reside  in  the  county,  or  if  he  be  a minor,  to  his  guardian, 
or  if  of  unsound  mind,  to  his  guardian  or  committee.  If  the  owner 
reside  out  of  the  county,  or  is  a non-resident  of  the  State,  he  may 
be  served  with  actual  notice,  or  by  an  advertisement,  for  four 
weeks,  in  some  public  newspaper,  nearest  the  place  where  such 
difficulty  exists  ; and  every  notice  so  given  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  authorise  the  condemnation  and  appropriation  of  said 
land,  and  assessment  of  damages  as  aforesaid,  and  bind  the 
owner  of  the  land. 
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Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  the  persons  appointed  to 
view  and  value  such  land,  shall  hie  their  report,  with  the  plat  of 
the  land,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  the  land,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  is  situated,  and 
if  no  valid  objection  be  made  to  said  report,  the  court  shall  enter 
judgment  at  the  succeeding  term  of  said  court,  in  favor  of  such 
owner,  and  against  the  company,  for  the  amount  of  damages 
assessed,  if  any  ; and  shall  make  an  order,  vesting  in  said  com- 
pany the  fee  simple  title  to  the  lands  as  described  in  the  report 
and  upon  the  plat  thereof.  Objections  to  the  report  must  be 
filed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  succeeding  term  of  said 
court,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  at  said  term,  unless  for  good  cause 
shown.  In  all  such  cases  the  court  shall  adjudge  the  costs  of  the 
proceedings  according  to  equity,  and  shall  have  power  to  make 
such  orders,  and  take  such  other  steps  as  will  promote  the  ends 
of  justice,  between  the  owners  of  the  land  and  the  company; 
Provided , That  during  the  pendency  of  any  proceedings  to  assess 
the  value  of  the  land,  the  construction  of  the  work  on  such  road 
or  branches  shall  not  be  hindered  or  delayed,  and  the  company 
may  enter  upon  and  use  the  land  described  in  the  petition,  for 
the  uses  and  purposes  therein  set  forth,  upon  the  company  giv- 
ing bond  and  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  clerk  of  the  said 
court,  that  they  will  pay  to  the  party  owning  said  land,  all  costs 
and  damages,  if  any  such  may  be  adjudged  against  them,  within 
thirty  days  after  rendition  of  the  judgment  in  such  case.  No  in- 
junction or  supersedeas  shall  be  awarded  by  any  judge  or  court 
to  delay  the  progress  of  said  work. 

Ssc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  when  it  shall  be  necessary 
for  any  such  company  to  have,  use,  or  occupy  any  lands,  water, 
materials,  or  other  property,  in  order  to  the  construction  or  re- 
pair of  any  part  of  a railroad,  or  any  of  its  branches,  or  their 
works  or  necessary  buildings,  or  right  of  way  for  passing  over 
adjacent  lands,  sufficient  to  enable  such  company  to  construct 
and  repair  its  road,  and  a right  to  conduct  water  by  aqueduct, 
and  the  right  to  make  proper  drains,  the  president  and  directors 
of  such  company,  or  their  agent,  or  those  contracting  with  them, 
for  making,  working,  or  repairing  the  same,  may  immediately 
tedee  and  use  the  same,  they  having  first  caused  the  property 
wanted,  to  be  viewed  by  viewers,  formed  in  the  manner  herein- 
before prescribed  ; and  it  shall  not  be  necessary,  after  such  view 
and  valuation,  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  proceedings  upon  such 
view,  and  the  action  of  the  court  thereon.  After  the  payment 
or  tender  of  such  valuation,  it  shall  be  a bar  to  all  actions  for 
taking  and  using  such  property,  whether  began  before  or  after 
such  confirmation,  or  the  payment  or  tender  of  such  valuation. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  In  the  absence  of  any  contract 
with  a railroad  company,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  way  through, 
or  over  which  such  road  may  pass,  signed  by  the  owner  thereof, 
or  his  agent,  or  any  claimant,  or  person  in  possession  thereof, 
which  may  be  confirmed  by  the  owner,  it  shall  be  presumed  that 
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the  land  upon  which  the  road  may  be  constructed,  together  with 
a space  of  one  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  the  length  of  the 
line  of  such  road  or  branches,  has  been  granted  to  such  company 
by  the  owner  thereof,  and  the  company  shall  have  good  right 
and  title  thereto,  and  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  same,  as 
long  as  the  same  shall  be  used  only  for  the  purpose  of  such  read, 
and  no  longer,  unless  the  persons  owning  said  lands,  at  thn  time 
that  part  of  the  road  which  may  be  on  said  land  was  finished,  or 
those  claiming  under  him,  her  or  them,  shall  apply  for  an  as- 
sessment for  the  value  of  said  lands,  as  hereinbefore  directed, 
within  two  years  nest  after  that  part  of  said  road  was  finished  ; 
and  in  case  the  said  owner  or  owners,  or  those  claiming  under 
him,  her  or  them,  shall,  within  two  years  after  said  part  was  fin- 
ished, apply  for  such  assessment,  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  for- 
ever barred  from  recovering  the  said  land,  or  having  any  assess- 
ment or  compensation  therefor  : Provided , That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  effect  the  right  of  femes  covert  or  infants,  until 
two  years  after  the  removal  of  their  respective  disabilities.  No- 
thing in  this  act  containing  shall  authorize  any  such  corporation 
to  make  a location  of  their  road  within  any  city,  or  incorporated 
town,  without  the  consent  of  the  common  council,  or  other  cor- 
porate authorities  of  such  city  or  town.  Such  consent,  however, 
shall  not  be  withdrawn  during  the  existence  of  such  company. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  county 
court  of  any  county  to  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock  of  an}-  valid 
and  duly  organized  railroad  company,  incorporated  under  any 
act  of  this  State,  having  or  controlling  internal  improvement 
funds,  or  credits  granted  to  it  by  the  State,  by  any  existing  law, 
or  any  law  that  may  be  hereafter  enacted  ; and  to  appoint  an 
agent  to  represent  its  interests,  give  its  vote,  and  receive  its  di- 
vidends, and  may  take  proper  steps  to  guard  and  protect  the 
interests  of  such  county  in  relation  thereto. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted , That  upon  the  making  of  any 
such  subscription,  such  county  shall  thereupon  become  like  other 
subscribers  to  such  stock,  entitled  to  the  privileges  granted,  and 
subject  to  the  liabilities  imposed  by  the  charter  upon  other  stock- 
holders of  the  company,  in  which  such  subscription  shall  be 
made  ; and  any  county  court  which  has  heretofore  subscribed  to 
the  capital  stock  of  any  railroad  company  in  this  State,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  privileges  and  subject  to  the  liabilities  of  other 
stockholders  in  such  company. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  railroad 
company  heretofore  or  hereafter  incorporated  by  this  State, 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  directors  thereof,  require  an  increased 
amount  of  capital  stock,  they  shall,  if  authorized  by  the  holders 
of  a majority  of  the  stock,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
increase  their  capital  stock  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  the 
estimated  cost  of  their  road ; and  shall  have  power  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  corporation,  not  exceeding  its  au- 
thorized capital  stock,  at  a rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  seven 
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per  cent,  per  annum,  and  may  execute  its  bonds  therefor,  in 
sums  of  five  hundred  dollars,  or  one  thousand  dollars  ; and  to 
secure  the  payment  thereof,  may  pledge  the  property,  both  real 
and  personal,  and  income  of  such  company  ; and  to  secure  the 
payment  thereof,  may  execute  a deed  of  mortgage,  or  other  in- 
strument of  writing;  and  such  company  are  hereby  authorized 
to  sell,’ negotiate,  pledge,  or  mortgage  such  bonds  for  the  benefit 
of  such  company,  and  at  such  times  and  in  such  places,  either 
within  or  without  this  State,  and  at  such  rates  and  for  such 
prices  as  in  the  opinion  of  said  directors  will  best  advance  the 
interests  of  such  company  ; and  if  such  bonds  are  thus  sold  bona 
fide,  at  a discount,  such  .-ale  shall  be  as  valid,  in  every  respect, 
and  such  securities  as. binding,  for  the  respective  amounts  there- 
of, as  if  they  were  sold  at  their  par  value. 

Approved  22d  January,  1855. 


